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accurate ward allocation rules.

Although the proposed methodology is sound, relatively fast and easy to implement, it has shortcomings.
First, CE is a heuristic, and as such it does not guarantee an exact optimal solution on every run. Second, the
performance of the method depends on the number of simulation runs per iteration, and this is limited by the
capacity of the computer used to solve the problem. Third, there may be some bias in the distributions used
for bootstrapping, the magnitude of which is documented in Garcı́a-Flores and Sparks [2014]. Despite these
shortcomings, the method has been shown to be practical, well behaved and to produce results that are in line
with AH staff’s expectations.
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